VVPA minutes—April 17, 2007
No treasurer’s report this month.

Minutes from March Meeting: Members are to look at the website for the
minutes of all meetings.

Treasurer’s Report: No Treasurer’s Report this month, as accounts are
being updated to reflect the proceeds from the Meetball Dinner held on
April 14, 2007

Police report: No police report this month

Jim Ganley, Code Enforcement Supervisor of the Neighborhood
Improvement District: Jim handed out a form for reporting streetlights that
don’t work. Even when you use the form (giving address, pole number
when possible, wrap the pole with a bright-colored ribbon that will be easy
to see. The person who comes by with the truck can than easily correct the
problem.

Joshua Parkhurst, President of the Landmarks Conservancy reported on
the various events scheduled Preservation Month (May). There will be
tours, events, and a big awards ceremony on May 30, 2007, at the Loews
Theatre in Journal Square. Tickets are $25, at Beechwood or at Loews box
office the day of the event.

Here is a brief listing of the walking tours available, with dates. For
complete information, see the Landmark Conservancy website:
http://www.jerseycityhistory.net/

Sat, May 5, 11:45 am — 3pm, Lafayette History Festival. Meet at Rev. Dr.
Ercel F. Webb Park, intersection of Van Horne and Lafayette Sts. Opening
reception: 11:45 am. Bus and walking tours. Closing ceremony, 3pm. See
website for more events in the neighborhood. All events FREE.

Sun, May 6, 1 -3pm, Italia Village Walking Tour. Meet at Enos Jones Park,
Intersection of Pavonia and Brunswick Aves. Cost: $10. See website for
more info.



Sat, May 19, 11am -1pm, Journal Square Tour. Meet at Journal Sq PATH
Station, Upper Mezzanine Level, by Duane Reed. Tour includes a reception
at the Landmark Loews Jersey Theatre. FREE. For more information
contact youngpreservationists @ gmail.com.

Sun, May 20, 2 — 4pm, Bergen Hill Walking Tour. Met at the front entrance
to the Beacon, formerly the Jersey City Medical Center, 50 Baldwin Ave.
Cost: $10. See http://www.jerseycityhistory.net/ for more information.

WORKSHOPS AND OTHER EVENTS:
Tues, May 9 and Tues, May 22, 6-8pm

VVPA Pres. Laura Fraschilla Joao D’Souza, Director of Traffic and
Transportation Maintenance described the department’s role—it
maintains City traffic signals and street lighting systems, handles dumpster
and driveway permits, road markings and signs. Dan Webber asked if the
department would install Yield to Pedestrians signs if the VVPA paid for
them. He said it was the department’s responsibility to provide the signs,
and he would look into different locations for them. Intersections, such as
Jersey/York and Grove/Columbus, were suggested. The department is
working on synchronizing lights to ease traffic flow on major streets. The
synchronization at Kennedy and Montgomery was sited by a member as a
big success. There was much discussion of the results of the new
construction around the 14B entrance to turnpike. The construction solves
the problem of traffic turning left into oncoming traffic on Montgomery, but
introduces new problems—a roundabout, inconvenient and restricted route
to Grand Street and a limitation on routes in and out of Downtown. The
plastic barriers have been removed, but the concrete Jersey barriers will be
permanent. Two new U-turns are planned to help ease traffic flow, D’Souza
said. The neighborhood concern is that Jersey Avenue be used as a “stealth
highway” to get quickly from the turnpike to the Holland Tunnel. D’Souza
said they were aware of this and were working on the problem.

Joe Curran, Assistant Director, Jersey City Parking Authority addressed
issues raised by members. He said you can pick up a guest permit at no cost
for visiting friends for a couple of days—just provide registration and
license plate info at 394 Central Ave. Over the Christmas week, guests can
probably be unticketed for up to a week. The practice of simultaneous
ticketing and booting for overstaying the 2-hour parking limit aroused strong
feeling. Mr. Curran said that if you object to a ticket, in all likelihood it will



be dismissed by the judge in traffic court, so do contest any tickets you think
are unfair. If we wish to extend the 2-hr limit, get Steve Fulop involved, and
get together a petition from our neighborhood. Hamilton Park, one resident
noted, has chosen a 1-hour limit, to keep non-residents from parking on
streets and just shifting locations to beat the system. It was decided to table
this discussion and talk about it further before taking action.

Mr. Curran said to call the Mayor’s Action Bureau, Jack Carley and
Judy Reilly, for problems we can’t get solved by regular channels.

A question was raised about it being OK to park in the City Hall
parking lot after working hours. Mr. Curran said he had never heard of that,
but they didn’t in practice ticket after working hours.

Discussion of parking on Bright Street, which is now unzoned, to
allow teachers to park there. But Curran said any teacher can get an
Itinerant sticker, so this is unnecessary. Speak to Steve Fulop about getting
Bright Street back in the zone.

If you’re having any problems with parking, first call the office
number: 201-653-6969. You can reach him from 3:30-11:30, but the phone
goes off at 10:30, so after that, try his cell phone, 201-832-0180.

For finding out when alternate-side-of-the-street parking is suspended
for snow, call Incinerator Authority, as they make the decision.

Steve Giardino, for the Embankment Coalition spoke about the recent
setback when the City Council voted against applying for a bridge loan.
From the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust (NJEIT). This loan
would provide funds for the city to acquire the open space portion of the
Harsimus Stem Embankment. The NJEIT loan would provide almost $5
million to the city, 75% at no interest at all, and 25% at the lowest market-
rate interest (about 1%) for 20 years. The loan would provide instant money
that can be repaid by reimbursable grants already raised ($3.2 million), a
pledge ($500,000), and additional highly likely grant monies. Look at the
Embankment website for more details. The application for the loan would
have been non-binding; there was no down side at all to applying, and it was
a real shame that the Council didn’t take this essentially no-risk way to
finally make the Embankment the City’s own property at last. The long
lawsuit concerning the Embankment’s ownership is now about to the
decided by the State Transportation Board. To get the property, the City
must act with the money it has (open space), not the money it wants but does
not have now and may never have (light rail). This bridge loan would allow
the City to step forward and close the deal immediately. The grants and
loans promised are contingent on the City owning the land; they will come



through promptly once the City shows its good faith in this project by using
the loan money to buy it.

“Stealth Highway”—Mia Scanga spoke out against the “stealth highway”
plans that would run the risk of two lanes of cars smashing into the light rail
at Jersey Avenue, as well as encouraging the use of Jersey Avenue as a
quick way on and off the turnpike. April 30, 2007 at 6pm there will be a
meeting at City Hall to discuss the Downtown Transportation Study,
including the Jersey Ave issue and much else. Please attend.



